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TO BB HIDDEN BY MAKE-UP LtKE THfS J 
THIS" IS THE LAST HORROR PICTURE 
J'LL EVER OOi 

NOW DARLING; DON' '. 
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MEi The Picture is 

ALMOST OVER— Ai 
A MORE **" 
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OUT A WAY TO DO. IT.' Af4& 
IT'S ABSOLUTELy FOOL 
BUT WE MUSTN'T S£E OR 
TALK TO EACH OTHER AGAIN 

until rr's ovERi you 
understand! 
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BE BACK EARLy 
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you won't come 
WrrH me? 
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/'i/£ WSARP MDTtf/AAS.' Ttf£ 
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GO 0£P /A/ OA/£ MOM AA/0— 
GW f 77/AT MUST3S TW fVBWS 
A/OWf SOM£0/V£ CAlLffi/6 TO 
TELL M£ THAT MY POOR IW& 

mas map Am AccwSA/r/ 
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thb Rushes TobAy 

HAVE TO SHOOT THE 
StEWE 0\^R i THE ONE . _ 
WHERE yoUf? MURDERED |HUH? 
WIFE COMES &AGR AS A iS 
A GHOST AND K.LLS -JSITHAT 

YOU I ^-All— X 

MEAN, SURE, 
MAX J X— I'LL ! 
MOfcA 
WHEN SHEGET& 
8ACKFRQM 
PL^YIWG TMfS 
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SEE YOU IN THE 
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WHERE'S MOWA? 
WE'LL JUST 0O 
THIS ONE SCENE 

OVER AND... 






J'M WORRIED, 
AWXi SHE HASN'T 
COME HOME VET 
OR CALLED i i'/H 
AFRAID SOME- 
THING HAS 

HAPPENED 
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ITS HER MAKE-UP FOR THE CORPSE 
THAT IVASN'T RfOHTT YOU KNOWi SHE 
DIDN'T REALLY LOOK LJKE A CORPSE 
IN THAT LAST SCEWE; AND I VENTED 
A SPECIAL JOB DONE ON HER THIS 

TIME I 
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STOP worrying! 

NOTHING EVER 

HAPPENS TO MONAi 
OtD YOU LEAVE 
WORD FOR HER? 



OP COURSE! BUT I'M STILL 
WORRIED! I'VE ASKED HER 

A HUNDRED TIMES TO 
GIVE UP FLYING I 
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know! 
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ILES HARRON raised his fingers 
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"She mustn't hear us, doctor* You under- 
stand that, don't you?" • ; '■' 

The light through the transom at 1 
other end <of the heavily panelled hall drew 
the eye of the psychiatrist. 

"You understand that, don't you, Doctor, 
Richards?" Harron repeated, 

"Of course, Mr. Harron." The psychiatrist 
smiled. "It is a trifle Unorthodox for a doctor 
to spy on a potential patient, but , . ." :He 
paused' and his face grew grave, "In such a 
case — in such a bad Case as this, -it might 
well be . . ." He spread his hands. "You 
were probably justified in calling me in." 

"Fm / sure I was," Harron whispered 
hoarsely. "It's been going on now for months. 
She sits in her room and talks gibberish and 
then she imagines that shadows come out of 
the walls and talk to; her. I love her, doctor, 
you see, I can't: bear the thought that her 
mind's really cracking. Of course she's been 
obsessed with seances and mediums for years, 
but now — now she claims she can talk With 
spirits, with shadows!" 

The two men advanced slowly down the 
thickly carpeted hall. Harron, for an instant, 
seemed to hang back. Then he put a hand 
out, opened the door to his wife's room. 

A thin, reedy wail trickled through the 
partly-open door. Lydia Harron sat in a chair 
with her back to the door. Doctor Richards 
went pale. Her arms were waving like the 
tentacles of an octopus. 

"To me, Asmodeus t" she safy. "Oh, spirits, 
shadows, come to me!" 

Trembling, the psychiatrist put a hand out 
to steady himself against the door jamb. The 
dim glow of the single lit lamp in the room 
threw shadows to its furthest extent. Cold 
sweat broke out on the doctor's forehead. 

"I've seen enough," he whispered in Giles 
Harron's ear. 

Then, softly, the two men retreated back 
down the hall, down the stairs and into Giles 
Harron's stud v. Harron gave the doctor a 
cigar. At first the doctor ignored the gesture. 
He still seemed to be listening to the gho^tlv 
sou*"T that floated down the stairs. Abruptly 
he looked up, took jthe cigar and lit it. 

"Shfe's psychotic, of course," the psych- 
iatrist said. "No question of it. You say she's 
i>een giving large sums to mediums?" 

Harron nodded. 

"Plainly incapable of handling her own 



affairs any longer," Richards said decisive- 
ly, "A complete withdrawal from reality! 
There's only one thing left to do before her, 
disease progresses further, Mr. Harron^:" 

t /'And that is W ' m 'v 7 ' 

"To commit * her;".- the psychiatrist said.' 
He', rose. "I'll have the papers prepared im- 
mediately. You can arrange with any private 
sanitarium tomorrow, (jood night, Mr. Har-' 
ron. You have my sympathy, sir." 
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THE INSTANT the study door closed be- 
hind Richards, Giles. Harron uttered a 
dry chuckle. It had been easy convincing a 
medical doctor that his wife was mad. The 
best part of it was that Lydia, herself, had 
done most of the convincing. When he'd 
married her for hfer millions he'd never 
thought how easy it would be to get them all 
for himself. At first he'd thought he'd have 
to wait until she died. But now . . . It would 
be as good as death for Lydia. A case as bad 
as hers was a life-long one.* He'd never have 
to bother about her again, once she'd been 
committed. 

A sudden breeze in the room chilled him. 
There was a creak of wood. He turned, as 
the .door opened. 

"Lydia!" . " ' 

■ His wife stood in the doorway, a frail, 
thin wraith of a woman. Her eyes gazed at 
him, troubled. 

Giles, I — I know what you've done!" 
Lydia, I , . . ." 

You're a fool, Giles," she said softly. Then 
her head arched' up and her eyes swept the 
room. "You can't harm me, Giles, not really. 
My friends are here to protect me. My dark, 
warm friends, the shadows !" 

A look of terror came into Giles Harron's 
eyes. What was she looking at? Then, sud- 
denly, he laughed. He bent forward and snap- 
ped a switch. 

Instantly the room was flooded with light. 

"Oh, you've driven them away!" she 
wailed. "They're gone. My dear, dark friends 
— all gone!" 

, "They were never here, Lydia!" Her hus- 
band said triumphantly. "Where are the 
shadows^ now, eh? Gone, you say? Of course. 
In the light there are no shadows." 

Her eyes, in the sudden brilliance, were 
pools of terror. 

"Oh, put the lamps out, Giles, please!" 
And when he refused to do so, her mouth 
sagged. ■ ' . ■ 
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"You really think you see things, don't 
you, Lydia?" he jeered.. :% , 

"I see them, Giles," she said suddenly. 
And now her face was composed. "Where 
are you sending me, Giles?" 

"Who told you I was sending you any- 
where?" he asked abruptly, a touch of fear 
springing to his eyes> 

She looked at him. 

"My shadows tell me things, Giles. They 
are good friends, though — though to some 
they are evil." 

"You're insane, Lydia," he said deliber- 
ately. "Do you know what that means? I'm 
sending you away to be taken care of. ? ' He 
walked to the phone on his desk, picked it 
up, dialed a number. ;.'..-; ; 

She sat there watching him. Slowly, a faint 
smile grew on her face. 

"You cannot imprison me, Giles. I will 
never be lonely. Never, where there is friend- 
ly dark and quiet, where shadows can be 
born and live!" 

"Hello !" he barked harshly into the phone. 
as a voice on the other end of the wire 
answered. "Barrow sanitarium? Dr. Richards 
told me to phone you. He's preparing papers 
for my wife's commitment. f Yes, yes, his 
diagnosis is psychosis. Violent?" Giles Har- 
ron paused and sneered as he looked at Lydia 
Harron sitting in the great wing chair, her 
arms folded, her face at peace. She was 
mumbling again, something to Asmodeus, 
father of shadows.' 

' "No, she isn't violent, not in the least. 
Yes, yes, tomorrow morning will do!" He 
turned to his wife. "You see, Lydia . . .?" 



I YDIA HAD risen, was walking upstairs. 
His jeyes followed her out through the 
door. He caught his breath instantly with a 
gasp as he saw her shadow lengthening back. 
Then he chuckled. ,A trick of the hall lamps. 
He crossed to a sideboard, poured himself a 
drink. He heard Lydia's door close, and her 
wailing voice rise again, and smiled in satis- 
faction. Just as Richards had said. A total, 
complete withdrawal from reality. 

In the morning the long, comfortable black 
car from the Barrow sanitarium came up the 
driveway. Harron went upstairs. He found 
his wife fully dressed. When the lady atten- 
dant came up, she smiled, as the woman 
packed her things and closed the suitcase. 

"Goodbye, Giles." On her fice the enig- 
matic smile deepened. "You think you are 
sending me away to loneliness." She paused. 
Then she said: "Giles, you think I'm mad, 
but — but did you ever think that perhaps 
it is you, yourself, you are condemning to 
be alone, to be friendless?" 

"Lydia, my dear . . . "In the presence of 



the woman attendant, Giles Harron's voice 
was hypocritically warm, "Don't talk non- 
sense !" 

Then she was gone. 

He spent the day checking over their ac- 
counts. Two or three million, at least. He 
couldn't touch it, yet, but the power of at- 
torney would be his, soon. He was her hus- 
band, he, himself, was sane. A court would 
surely appoint him guardian of her money. 
He could show he'd^been piously concerned 
over her mad antics. 

At midnight, after long drinking, he went 
to bed. The big house was silent. Tomorrow, 
he decided, he'd engage more servants. .It 
wasn't good to have only the two in the house. 
Not in a big, lonely house such as Lydia's. 
Lonely? The word caught him back, as his 
eyes closed. Hadn't Lydia said something 
about he being lonely in . ." . ■ 

The clock on the wall was chiming three 1 ' 
as he woke abruptly. The house was still and- 
cold. Moonlight streamed in through thej 
drapeless windows. The first thing he re- 
membered were the last words of Lydia'a 
he'd thought of before falling asleep. Then 
he remembered he was separated by two 
floors from the servants. 

In the moonlight a shadow moved, a 
shadow that did not belong! vy 

Terror, silent, mumbling terror, burgt 
from his lips. Then the voice came: "Giles?" 
It was like the breath of winter wind. 
''Giles?" ■ . \ 

"Lydia? Oh, god, no!" He wailed. "You're 
out of the asylum!" « ■■ ■ > *| : 

He saw her standing there, there; full inv 
the moonlight. 

"To Asmodeus, father of shadows, all is 
possible, Giles. No walls, no woo4, no stone- 
can hold a shadow, Giles/* 

Behind her shadow, shadows more than 
her own, grew and thickened. Harron sprang 
out of bed,, faced her. He knew he was 
weaponless. 

"My friends want you, Giles. They will 
make you a shadow," she tittered. "Even a 
friend of yours has turned against you now, 
for your crime. Asmodeus, his father, has 
commanded him to help me!" 
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"Friend, friend of mine?" he stammered. 
I have no ..." ' 

"Your own shadow, Giles! It is gone, it is 
with me!". she cried. * 

He glanced at the floor. His shadow was 
gone. Before him, Lydia, backed by moving 
walls of darkness, from which ropy, black 
arms twitched out, moved, laughing madly, 
toward where he stood. The first, shadow 
reached him, twisted round his- throat. He 
wondered, as breath, as life left him, if it 
were his own. 
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THIS TO ME: 
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INFECTED 

GU/PO! WELL, 
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